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2009 Blue Thumb Training Class in Tulsa Graduates 21 Future and Current Volunteers 
 

 On September 26th and 27th, volunteers came together at Memo-

rial High School to learn about the Oklahoma Blue Thumb program and 

how they could work together to improve water quality across Oklahoma. 

We had individuals come from Tulsa, Collinsville, Tahlequah, Stillwater, 

Glenpool, Guthrie, Jenks, and Welch to join us for our two day training 

session which was focused on water and non-point source pollution.  

 

 The first day of training was geared towards learning a bit about 

the general  environment and each other. Day two was part field day and 

part lab work. During the morning of day two, the trainees traveled to 

Mingo Creek near 46th St N and US 169. This is a creek that runs through 

a good part of North Tulsa and Owasso on itôs way to Bird Creek. We 

found some sensitive macroinvertebrate species, which is a sign that the 

physical habitat and water quality are both doing well. The stream bottom substrate is mostly cobble and gravel with a 

small amount of sediment which makes for a great habitat for bugs and small fish. The volunteers got to see many dif-

ferent water species that were trapped in our kick net. The kick net is used to catch the bugs as they give up their safe 

spots under rocks and twigs as a flurry of shuffling feet stirred them up from their previous home.  

 

The volunteers also spent time pulling a seine to try and catch some of the fish that were living in the creek. Fish col-

lections take place every 3-5 years and give a good look into a longer time period in the life of a creek than the macro-

invertebrates do. As with the macroinvertebrate collections the hope is to find intolerant species. That is species that do 

not deal with poor water quality. During our few runs, we found longeared sunfish and two species of darters.  

 

Some of the tests they were learning about take place at the creek bed others are performed indoors. After taking sam-

ples of the creek water back to Memorial, the volunteers began the next stage of the training which involved testing the 

samples for certain pollutants and nutrients. As part 

of the Blue Thumb program, volunteers sample cer-

tain water quality parameters like temperature, dis-

solved oxygen, nitrate and nitrite nitrogen, ammonia 

nitrogen, chloride , pH, and water saturation. Over a 

period of years, this data is extremely valuable to 

learning about the health of that stream. This train-

ing will help the volunteers to become monitors on 

active and new Blue Thumb stream sites in Tulsa, 

Payne, Oklahoma, Logan, and Cherokee Counties.  


